
EAST NOBLE PROPOSED MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECT 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

 

1. How did the proposed middle school project go from $24-$25 million as stated last fall to 

$37.8 million? 

 

Last fall during the initial exploration community meetings, estimates were provided for 

renovation of the current 7th and 8th grade building and compared to the cost of building a new 

7th and 8th grade building.  Through discussions with the community, the Board decided to 

build a 6th, 7th, and 8th grade building.  By moving the 6th grade from the elementary buildings 

to the middle school building, the population is increased by 50 percent and 14 additional 

classrooms are needed. This changed the estimated costs from $24-$25 million to $31 million.   

 

2. If the proposed middle school estimates are $31 million, why is the total project $37.88 

million?  

 

In addition to the middle school project, the high school is in need of new boilers, chillers, and 

a roof.  Funds to support these projects has been added to the budget.  When securing bonds 

for a large project that takes up to two years to build before occupancy, interest is accumulated 

and must be paid.  This interest along with the high school projects added to the proposed 

middle school brings the total to the $37.88 million.  

 

3. How do we know the costs will not increase? 

 

The purpose of the 1028 Hearing, held on June 11, is to determine the budget.  This includes 

the highest amount that would be spend, the highest number of years to repay the bonds, and 

the highest amount the annual payments could be.  By law, we cannot exceed these amounts 

with additional bonds.  We could spend less, have lower annual payments, and shorter payback 

period.  

 

4. Will this project raise school taxes? 

 

That depends.  ENSC’s current annual debt is approximately $5 million.  The current debt 

(North Side Elementary, Wayne Center Elementary, South Side Elementary, renovations to 

Avilla Elementary, East Noble High School, and Rome City Elementary) will be completely 

paid by 2019.  When payments begin for the proposed middle school, the annual debt will be 

approximately $3.5 million.  While this is $1.5 million less annually than today, taxes could 

increase for some people.  IF the project is placed on the ballot for voters, farmers, businesses, 

and families that are currently experiencing the tax caps, may have to pay additional taxes.  

When a project goes to voters, collection of taxes for the project is “outside” of the tax caps.  

This means those experiencing the tax caps will pay their regular calculated property taxes in 

addition to their share of the taxes needed to pay for the middle school.   

 

 



5. When could the project begin?  

 

If the project goes to the voters, the earliest it may begin is January 2015 with occupancy likely 

in January of 2018.    If the project does not go to the voters, the project process could begin 

in the middle of July 2014 with occupancy possible in the fall of 2017 or earlier.   

 

 

6. Where will the building be located? 

 

The corporation has talked with property owners and secured permission to obtain soil 

samples, surveys, and appraisals of two different sites.  Both are on the west side of HWY 3 at 

the intersection of HWY 3 and Main Street.  One side is just south of the intersection and one 

site is located northwest of the intersection.  Both of these properties provide a central location 

for the district’s students and are large enough for a single story, 6-7-8 middle school with one 

football/soccer field.  

 

7. Will athletic fields be included in the project? 

 

The current middle school does not have access to outdoor athletic facilities to be used for 

physical education.  Yes, a football/soccer field with a track is planned for the project.  This 

will provide facilities to enhance the physical education classes and give the football, soccer, 

and track teams their own facility to use for competitive events and practices.   

 

8.  How do you know you are working with a quality architect and they will design and build 

a cost effective, quality facility?  

 

Barton, Coe, Villama Architects have been designing and building facilities for schools only 

for over 30 years.  In addition, they most recently designed and built North Side Elementary 

and Wayne Center Elementary.  They were also responsible for several other projects for East 

Noble School Corporation which include East Noble High School and Rome City Elementary 

projects.  Their work and service to ENSC has been excellent.   


